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From Felicity Reynolds, CEO

The Mercy Foundation is moving
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By mid February 2010 the Mercy Foundation will have moved across the Harbour Bridge to Crows Nest. We are taking up new offices in the Poche Centre, a new building across the road from the Mater Hospital in Rocklands Road. There may be some disruption to our work during the week we move but we hope to be back in action as soon as possible. 

We will advise everyone of our new phone numbers and other contact details as soon as we can. Our email addresses and website will stay exactly the same.

The Mercy Foundation will miss all our friends in Waterloo. Many thanks to the North Sydney Sisters of Mercy for arranging our new offices.

We will be hosting an official opening of the new Foundation offices in May. 

Wishing you all the best for a wonderful year in 2010,

Small Grants Awarded
In December last year we advised successful applicants of their small grants, as approved by our Board sub-committee. Below are examples of some of the grants approved:

Food For Thought
Inspiring young mothers to break the cycle of poor diet in a country region, this project teaches them to prepare and serve healthy food, whilst improving communication, literacy and numeracy skills and budgeting. It will also assists in obtaining a Food Handling Certificate and skills for employment.
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Acquired Brain Injury (ABI) Support program for Women
This project provides services and support to women with ABI, enabling them to better understand and cope with their injury and help them build support and friendship networks.

Sports Ability Kit
A small grant was provided to a Queensland Sports Club to enable them to purchase a Sports Ability Kit and to undertake the necessary training to use it.  This will allow the club to offer a regular sports program to people with disabilities, including their carers. This group can sometimes become socially isolated and miss out on the enjoyment of playing sport, and the associated physical and mental health benefits.
Read more about grants previously awarded by clicking here.
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A Visit to The Prince George, Common Ground 

In December, our Business Manager Sue Mowbray visited the Prince George, one of the Common Ground communities in New York. The Prince George is home to 416 low income and formerly homeless adults. Sue was impressed by the facilities and services offered and the dedication of the staff. Read more about Sue’s visit here.
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Beautiful event spaces for hire at the Prince George.

Common Ground Sydney Up-date

The Mercy Foundation was thrilled to be able host the visit of Rosanne Haggerty (Common Ground Founder and President) to Sydney in late November 2009. Several meetings and forums were hosted by the Foundation and Ms Haggerty spoke about the Common Ground supportive housing model as well as more recent initiatives, such as Street to Home and Project 50. A long article about Ms Haggerty and her work appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald on 23 November 2009. Click here for link.

During Ms Haggerty’s visit to Sydney the NSW Housing Minister, David Borger, announced the successful applicant to be the community housing provider for the new Common Ground Sydney development. MA Housing have been selected and they will continue to work closely with Grocon, NSW Housing and the Common Ground NSW Advisory Group to ensure the Common Ground development is delivered within the next 18 months.
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Small Grants Reminder��Please all note that the next deadline for applications for small grants  from the Mercy Foundation is 31 March 2010.


See our website for more details. 


If you are applying please review the criteria and ensure that you use the new form for this round of grants. This can be downloaded by�� HYPERLINK "http://www.mercyfoundation.com.au/_uploads/fckpg/files/Small-Grant-Application-Form-2010.doc" ��clicking here� or from our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.mercyfoundation.com.au" �www.mercyfoundation.com.au�











Dr Jim O’Connell Forum held by City of Sydney


In late December 2009 the City of Sydney Homelessness Unit hosted a forum by Dr Jim O’Connell – from Boston Health Care for the Homeless.  Jim has been working directly with people who are homeless for over 25 years and is a major innovator in this area. He has been responsible for developing the ‘Vulnerability Index’, a tool now used by several services in the USA who are working with chronically street homeless people. 


Many thanks to the City of Sydney for hosting this valuable forum. For links to Dr O'Connell's research go to �HYPERLINK "http://www.bhchp.org/"��www.bhchp.org.�











Please help us end homelessness. �To make a tax deductible donation to support the work of the 


Mercy Foundation, please �HYPERLINK "https://www.mercyfoundation.com.au/donations/_dsp_donations.cfm?loadref=40"��click here� or call our office on 


02 9699 8726.














